Welcome to Watsonville First United Methodist Church

Primera Iglesia Metodista Unida de Watsonville

Following Jesus, Thriving in Community, Healing the World

We believe that God’s vision for human community include people of all
races/ethnicities/cultural/national origins, religions, social classes,
gender identities, sexual orientations, abilities, and ages.

We believe that a wider spectrum of human race creates
a more vibrant community to serve God and the world.

Ordinary Time
With Holy Communion

Sunday, August 3, 2025, 10 am

We welcome all visitors today! Thank you for being here and gracing us with your presence. Please

fill out the “Visitation Card’ found in the pew and either place it in the offering plate or deposit into
the Suggestion Box back in the narthex.

Prayer Candles are located back at the narthex for anyone who wants to light a candle for someone
or something and offer it to God in prayer.

Children are invited to enjoy the resources in the Children Learning Center located at the back of
the sanctuary during worship. Children are welcome to check out books and activity items to take
home by signing the simple “Check-out Sheet” on clipboard there.

Words of Meditation

“When you're accustomed to privilege, equality feels like oppression.”
~ Chris Boeskool

3 Ls: Last, least, lost are ripe for scapegoating.

“First, they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out- Because I was not a socialist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out— Because I was not a
trade unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— Because I was not a

Jew. Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.”
~ Martin Niemoller, Germany, 1946

“When you commit an act of violence, you are basically disconnecting yourself.
You are putting yourself outside the circle of love and life.”
~ John Malloy, Native-American Indian

“In the tapestry of life, we are all threads intertwined,
each carrying the colors of hope and resilience.”
~ John Song

*(Please stand if you are able)

Prelude How Great Thou Art by Anne Murray
Bringing in the Light



Welcome & the Life of the Church

*Passing of Peace (Wave to your neighbors near you with “Peace of Christ be with you.”)

*Centering Breath

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 80)

Leader: Shepherd God, you companion us through the wilderness
People: You cultivate the soil of our goodness
Leader: You nourish us with the food of love
People: With streams of living water
Leader: Look upon us and see what love can do
All: We rejoice in the new birth that you create
that we may radiate love, stand in truth, and live in freedom.

*Gathering Song

Jesus Loves the Little Children (2X)

Rev. John Song

Allyson Sandoval West

By Clarence Herbert Woolston written around 1885 to 1895

Children’s Time

Song in Response

Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Red and yellow, black and white
They are precious in His sight

Jesus loves the little children of the world

“Everything Is Beautiful”

Everything Is Beautiful

Pastor John

Written, composed and performed by Ray Stevens in 1970

Jesus loves the little children

All the children of the world

Pretty yellow black and white

They are precious in his sight

Jesus loves the little children of the world

*Chorus: Everything is beautiful

In it's own way
Like a starry summer night
On a snow covered winter's day

And everybody's beautiful

In their own way

Under God's heaven

The world's gonna find a way

There 1s none so blind

As he who will not see

We must not close our minds

We must let our thoughts be free

For every hour that passes by
You know the world gets a little bit older
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It's time to realize that people lies
In the eyes of the beholder

*Chorus

We shouldn't care about the length of his hair
Of the color of his skin

Don't worry about what shows from without
But the love that lives within

We're gonna get old again now

Everything is gonna work out fine

Just take a little time to the calm good side my friend
And spittle in out in your mind

*Chorus

Epistle Reading Romans 13:8-10 Allyson Sandoval West
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
Love does no evil to the neighbor.
Hence love is the fulfillment of the Law.”

*Gospel Readings Matthew 5:43-48
Love Thy Enemies

43 “You have heard that it was said, “‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your

enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so
that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and
on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And
if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not
even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Luke 23:34
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

Leader: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Special Music Let Me Sing You A Song Jesse Martinez
by Jack Jencks (a tribute to Pete Seeger)

Children may now leave for Sunday School
Led by Tatyana Martinez and Julissa Solis

Message America, the Land that I Love: Rev. John Song
Part 5) “I Hate, Therefore I Am”

Unison Prayer

O God, remove from our mind’s hatred, prejudice, and contempt for those who are not of our
own racial or ethnic background, nation or political affiliation, gender identity or sexual
orientation, and class or creed, that, departing from everything that estranges and divides,
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we may by you make amends, reconcile with one another, and be brought into unity of
spirit, in the bond of peace. Amen.

Offering Our Gifts and Tithes

Leader: Let us respond to this word of grace and hope by the giving of our tithes and
offerings, which support the varied ministries of the Watsonville First United
Methodist Church, mission at home and throughout the world.

Offertory Morning Has Broken by John Nilsen

*Hymn to the Trinity Gloria Patri (Glory to the Father) #70

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as 1t was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*Unison Prayer of Dedication
Accept our gifts from our hearts, O God, and dedicating our lives in tipping the world toward
love by following the Way of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Proclamation (in unison)
Christ lives among us.
Christ lives within us.
Christ lives around us.

Prayer of Preparation
Institution of the Elements

*Receiving of the Bread and the Cup

(The United Methodist Church practices open Communion. All are invited, including
children,

to come forward in the middle isle in two lines to receive the Communion. If you wish to
receive

the Communion at your seat, please raise your hand or ask one of the ushers.)

*Recessional Song Get Together
by The Youngbloods, 1967

Verse 1: Love is but a song we sing
And fear's the way we die
You can make the mountains ring
Or make the angels cry
Though the bird is on the wing
You may not know why

*Chorus: Come on, people now
Smile on each other
Everybody get together
Try to love one another right now
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Verse 2: Some will come and some will go
We will surely pass
When the one that left us here
Returns for us at last
We are but a moment's sunlight
Fading in the grass

*Chorus

Verse 3: If you hear the song I sing
You will understand
You hold the key to love and fear
All in your trembling hand
Just one key unlocks them both, you know
It's there at your command

*Chorus

*Benediction [*This ends the Live Streaming]

Prayers of the People

a. Sharing of Joys & Concerns (Please raise your hand & mic will be given to you)
*3 Basic Rules: Be brief, be sincere, be seated.

b. Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer/Padre Nuestro (You are invited to pray in the language of your choice)

a. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

b. Padre nuestro que estas en el cielo, santificado sea tu nombre; venga tu reino; hagase tu voluntad,
en la tierra como en el cielo. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia. Perdona nuestras ofensas como
también nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden. No nos dejes caer en tentacién y libanos del
mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo el poder y la gloria por siempre. Amen.

Postlude Just a Closer Walk with Thee/Take My Hand Lord Jesus
by Anne Murray

We warmly invite everyone to a delicious cup of good coffee,
refreshments and fellowship in the Social Hall following worship.

Today’s refreshments: Marieta Flores

*If you want to bring Refreshments in the future
you can sign up on the clipboard in the narthex or see Marieta Flores.

Worship Leaders

Pastor Rev. John Song

Song Leader Jesse Martinez

Liturgist Allyson Sandoval West
Greeters Harry & Clarice Wiggins
Head Usher Marieta Flores



Communion Stewards Marieta Flores, Laura Andrade Sorensen

Tech Team Antonio Pantaleén, Lucila Pantaleén, Elizabeth Reitano
Worship Space Coord. Marieta Flores

Sunday School Assistants Tatyana Martinez, Julissa Solis

Coffee Hour Marieta Flores, Tatyana Martinez

*Pianist Marina Thomas is gone for 3 weeks to visit her family in Ukraine. She returns on Aug. 24.

Opportunities

National Night Out
Tue. Aug. 5,5 pm -7 pm
Church Parking Lot
Outdoor dinner provided with live music, petting zoo, pony rides, prizes for children.

This 1s an annual big event that draws nearly 200 people from the community to recognize
our local Police Department and Fire Department with local leaders and agencies attending.

If you are able, please bring a dish to share (salad, fruit, chips, cookies, etc.) Thank you!

Weekly Wednesday Bible Study

Every Wednesday from 3 pm — 4 pm, Pastor’s Study
All are welcome!

Hot Topics for Summer

For the month of July, we will kick off 4th of July Celebration with Hot Topics for Summer,
a 6-part sermon series on “America, the Land that I Love.” We will be examining four
areas of American life today that are being challenged.

Aug. 10: Part 6) “It's a Mad, Mad, Mad World”
Theme: How do we anchor ourselves and find hope in a mad world?
Conclusion of the sermon series that ties everything together.

Calendar for the Week

Sun., Aug. 3 10:00 am Worship with Holy Communion
11:15 am Potluck Lunch, Social Hall
11:45 am J2Hope Foundation Board, St. Stephen’s

Tue., Aug. 5 5pm —7pm National Night Out, Parking Lot
5 pm — 8 am Safe Shelter, Social Hall

Wed., Aug. 6 3:00 pm Wed. Bible Study, Pastor’s Study

Sun., Aug. 10 10:00 am Worship Service
11:15 am Coffee Hour, Social Hall

Church Website: watsonvillelstumec.org
Email: office@watsonvillelstumc.org | Phone: (831) 724-4434
Office Hours: Tue-Thu 9 am — 5 pm, Fri 9 am — 12 pm (Closed for lunch 12-1 pm)
229 Stanford Street, Watsonville, CA 95076
Baptism, Membership, Wedding, Funeral, and Pastoral Counseling are available \
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