Welcome to Watsonville First United Methodist Church
Primera Iglesia Metodista Unida de Watsonville

Love Boldly, Serve Joyfully, Lead Courageously

Celebration of Children’s Music
Backpack/School Supplies Give Away Sunday

Sunday, July 27, 2025, 10 am

We welcome all visitors today! Thank you for being here and gracing us with your presence. Please
fill out the “Visitation Card’ found in the pew and either place it in the offering plate or deposit into
the Suggestion Box back in the narthex.

Prayer Candles are located back at the narthex for anyone who wants to light a candle for someone
or something and offer it to God in prayer.

Children are invited to enjoy the resources in the Children Learning Center located at the back of
the sanctuary during worship. Children are welcome to check out books and activity items to take
home by signing the simple “Check-out Sheet” on clipboard there.

(*Please stand if you are able)

Prelude Give Thanks Marina Thomas
Bringing in the Light

Welcome & the Life of the Church Rev. John Song
*Passing of Peace (Wave to your neighbors near you with “Peace of Christ be with you.”)
*Centering Breath

*Call to Worship

Creator, help us to discover in all You have made in Nature,
the good wisdom about the

interconnectedness of all things,

about balance and about living in harmony.

Creator made all that is, and proclaimed that “it is good.”

We are not above nature, we are part of Creation;
we live by the same laws as all of nature,
and need to learn from what God has made.

Creator made all that is, and proclaimed that “it is good.”

Creator, help us discover the power

that lies in the wisdom and understanding

of our role in the Great Mystery,

and in honoring every living thing as a teacher.

Creator God, may our spirits be in harmony with Yours
as we gather in Your worship!



*Gathering Song For the Beauty of the Earth #92 (vs 1-4, 6)

Children’s Music Performance
Director of Program: Mike Locke-Paddon
Tech Support: Lucila Pantaleén

[Music Teachers: Mike Locke-Paddon, Lara Willingham, Basillio Diego]

Backpack/School Supplies Give Away Erika Bernabe

Children may now leave for Sunday School
Led by Tatyana Martinez and Julissa Solis

Hebrew Reading Deuteronomy 8:3
“He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with which
neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you understand that one
does not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”

Leader: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Message America, the Land that I Love: Rabbi Shifra Weiss-Penzias
Part 4) “We Are Not the Only Game in Town”

Rabbi Shifra Weiss-Penzias has served a rabbi at Temple Beth El in Aptos since 2005. She comes from
eight generations of rabbis on her mother’s side, including her grandfather, an Orthodox rabbi in the
Bronx. Rabbi Shifra received her BA in Sociology at Brandeis University, and her rabbinic ordination
and M.A. in Hebrew Literature from Hebrew Union College in New York. Rabbi Shifra loves to teach
adults and children, sing, talk about G-d, strategize about how to preserve the environment and create
a better world, spend time outdoors, and enjoy all things Jewish with others. Rabbi Shifra lives in
Santa Cruz with husband Peter Weiss-Penzias, an atmospheric chemist at UCSC.

*Song in Response God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale #122 (vs. 1-3)

Offering Our Gifts and Tithes

Leader: Let us respond to this word of grace and hope by the giving of our tithes and
offerings, which support the varied ministries of the Watsonville First United
Methodist Church, mission at home and throughout the world.

Offertory In the Garden Marina Thomas

*Hymn to the Trinity Gloria Patri (Glory to the Father) #70
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as 1t was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
*Offertory Prayer (In unison)
Accept our gifts from our hearts, O God, and dedicating our lives in tipping the world
toward love and justice by following the Way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

*Recessional Song God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale #122 (vs. 4-6)
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*Benediction [*This ends the Live Streaming]

Prayers of the People

a. Sharing of Joys & Concerns (Please raise your hand & mic will be given to you)
b. Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer/Padre Nuestro (You are invited to pray in the language of your choice)

a. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it 1s in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

b. Padre nuestro que estas en el cielo, santificado sea tu nombre; venga tu reino; hagase tu voluntad,
en la tierra como en el cielo. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia. Perdona nuestras ofensas como
también nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden. No nos dejes caer en tentacion y libanos del
mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo el poder y la gloria por siempre. Amen

Postlude O Happy Day Marina Thomas

We warmly invite everyone to a delicious cup of good coffee,
refreshments and fellowship in the Social Hall following worship.

Today’s refreshments: Marieta Flores

Worship Leaders

Ministers Each one of us

Pastor Rev. John Song

Guest Preacher Rabbi Shifra Weiss-Penzias

Dir. Children Music Fest  Mike Locke-Paddon

Pianist Marina Thomas

Greeters Harry & Clarice Wiggins, Peter Telc

Head Usher Marieta Flores

Tech Team Antonio Pantaledn, Lucila Pantaledn, Elizabeth Reitano

Worship Space Coord. Marieta Flores

Nursery Attendants Tatyana Martinez, Julissa Solis

Coffee Hour Marieta Flores, Tatyana Martinez
Opportunities

Children Swim Lessons at YMCA
July 28 — Aug. 1, 11 am — 12 pm (Mon. — Fri.)

FREE. Pre-registration required!
Call (831) 724-4434 or email office@watsonvillelstumc.org

National Night Out
Tue. Aug. 5,5 pm -7 pm
Church Parking Lot

Outdoor dinner provided with live music, petting zoo, pony rides, prizes for children.
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This is an annual big event that draws nearly 200 people from the community to recognize
our local Police Department and Fire Department with local leaders and agencies attending.

If you are able, please bring a dish to share (salad, fruit, chips, cookies, etc.) Thank you!

Hot Topics for Summer

For the month of July, we will kick off 4th of July Celebration with Hot Topics for Summer,
a b-part sermon series on “America, the Land that I Love.” We will be examining four
areas of American life today that are being challenged.

July 6: Part 1) “Brother, Can You Spare Me a Dime?”
Theme: Widening Income Inequality and the Biblical Ethics of Economic Justice

July 13: Part 2) “Just Whose Country Is It?”
Theme: History of Immigrants and assault on immigrants today

July 20: Part 3) “Do Not Give Your Mind Away”

Theme: Assault on Academic Freedom, Press Freedom, and Erasing History

July 27: Part 4) “We Are Not the Only Game in Town”
Theme: Climate Justice & Creation Care

Aug. 3: Part 5) “I Hate, Therefore I Am”

Theme: Phenomena of Othering and Scapegoating

Aug. 10: Part 6) “It's a Mad, Mad, Mad World”
Theme: How do we anchor ourselves in a mad world?
Conclusion of the sermon series that ties everything together.

Calendar for the Week

Sun., July 27 10:00 am Worship with Backpack Giveaway & Children’s Music
11:15 am Coffee Hour, Social Hall

Mon., July 28 11 am—12 pm Children Swim Lesson, YMCA

Tue., July 29 11 am—12 pm Children Swim Lesson, YMCA
5 pm — 8 am Safe Shelter, Social Hall

Wed., July 30 11 am—12 pm Children Swim Lesson, YMCA
3:00 pm Wed. Bible Study, Pastor’s Study

Thu., July 31 11 am—12 pm Children Swim Lesson, YMCA
Fri., Aug. 1 11 am—12 pm Children Swim Lesson, YMCA

Sun., Aug. 3 10:00 am Worship with Holy Communion
11:15 am Potluck Lunch, Social Hall

Church Website: watsonvillelstumec.org
Email: office@watsonvillelstumc.org | Phone: (831) 724-4434
Office Hours: Tue-Thu 9 am — 5 pm, Fri 9 am — 12 pm (Closed for lunch 12-1 pm)
229 Stanford Street, Watsonville, CA 95076

Baptism, Membership, Wedding, Funeral, and Pastoral Counseling are available
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