
1 
 

Welcome to Watsonville First United Methodist Church 
 

Christmas Sunday 
 

Sunday, December 25, 2022, 10 am 
 
We welcome all visitors today! Thank you for being here and gracing us with your presence. 
Please fill out the “Visitation Card” found in the pew and either place it in the offering plate or 
deposit into the Suggestion Box in the narthex nave. 
 

Children are invited to enjoy the resource in the Children Learning Center located at the back 
of the sanctuary during worship. Children are welcome to check out books and activity items to take 
home by signing the simple “Check-out Sheet” on clipboard there. 
 

Words of Meditation 
 

“Ever since the first Christmas, Jesus has been more than just a name, 
It’s been our comfort in life and in death, our only hope in a hopeless world.” 

 

~ Kevin De Young 
 

“For more than the birth of a baby, Christmas is about the God 
who created and sustains the universe breaking into our world – 

light and life, word and flesh, grace and truth, the glory of a father’s only Son.” 
 

~ Adam Hamilton, Senior Pastor of The UMC of the Resurrection, Leawood KS 
From his book “Incarnation” 

 
 (*Please stand if you are able) 

 
Prelude                                 Joy to the World                Marina Thomas 

 

Bringing in the Light 
 
Introit                Behold I Bring You Good Tidings   Choir 
 
 

Words from Luke 2:1-20. Romans 5:18. 
Coda Arr. by C.d. Abenoja & Marina Thomas 

 

“Of peace on earth, good will to men” is God's Christmas greeting. In the beautiful story 
of Jesus’ birth, it was sung by a chorus of angelic voices.  Heard at first only by Judean 
shepherds outside the town of Bethlehem, nevertheless, it is a message that the whole 
world should hear.  On each Christmas Day, God repeats His greeting. 
 

*Call To Worship 
Leader:  Christ is born, give Him glory!  
People: Come and worship, worship Christ  

the newborn King. 
Leader: Christ is the light of the world; 
  In Him, we see things as they are; 
  God as He is, His grace offering is  

forgiveness, and the new life, ourselves  
as we are in need of Him; and life  
as it was meant to be. 
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People: We come to receive the gift of God’s love  
in Christ and offer Him the gift of ourselves. 

   All:  O come to us, abide with us,  
  Our Lord Emmanuel.  
 
Welcome & the Life of the Church 
 

*Christmas Greetings:  Wave to your neighbors and exchange greetings of… 
Merry Christmas    (English) 
Feliz Navidad  (Spanish) 
Maligayang Pasko (Tagalog) 

 
*Gathering Song      O Come All Ye Faithful                       #293 vs. 1, 3, 6 
 
*Opening Prayer (In Unison) 
 

O God our Father, you have brought us again 
to the glad season when we celebrate the   
birth of your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Grant that His spirit maybe born anew 
in our hearts this day and that we may 
joyfully welcome Him to reign over us. 
 

Open our ears that we may hear again the 
angelic chorus of old. 
 

Open our lips that we, too, may sing with 
uplifted hearts. Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, goodwill towards all; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

   
Singing Our Favorite Christmas Hymn-Carols (Selections from the hymnal)   
        
Children’s Time       “Legend of the Christmas Tree”              Carmelita Abenoja 
 

  The tale of a small, scruffy fir tree with a big heart for helping others.  
         

Old Testament Readings  Isaiah 9:6-7 
Psalm 72:6, 17 
 

*Gospel Reading    John 1:1-5, 14-18 
 

Leader:  The word of God for the people of God.   
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Message                “His Name Is Wonderful”       Carmelita Abenoja 
 
Hymn    His Name Is Wonderful    #173 
 
Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings                                                                                                 
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Let us respond to this word of grace and hope by the giving of our tithes and offerings, 
which support the varied ministries of the Watsonville First United Methodist Church, 
mission at home and throughout the world. 

 
Offertory    On Christmas Night All Christians Sing                  Marina Thomas 
 

Presentation of Offering 
 
*Doxology          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   #211 (vs. 6) 
 

Come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer       
our spirits by thy justice here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of light, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to thee, O Israel 

                                                                            
*Unison Prayer of Dedication 

We come before you, O Lord, dedicating our gifts and our lives in your service. In 
gratefulness for calling us as your own, we offer you our thanks and praise. Receive our 
pledges and the gifts of your hands and use them to bring light to the darkness and hope 
to places of despair, through your Son, the Prince of Peace. Amen.  
 

*Recessional Hymn           Joy to the World                   #246 (vs. 1, 2, 4) 
 
*Responsive Benediction 

Leader:  May this joy be yours as you hail Jesus Christ, 
  your Messiah, your King.  
People: May you taste of the hope and mercy he 
  offers as you receive him as your Savior.   
Leader: May you feel his peace as you accept  
 that he is your Emmanuel.  
People: May you allow his light to dwell in you 
  and be reflected through you.  
Leader: May he be your Lord, his love and light, 
  Leading, guiding and directing your path now and always. 
People: And also with you.   
All:  Shalom and Amen.        

 

[*This ends Live Streaming] 
 
Prayers of the People 
 

a. Sharing of Joys & Concerns (Please raise your hand & mic will be given to you) 
b. Pastoral Prayer  

 

The Lord’s Prayer/Padre Nuestro  
 
Postlude                  Unto Us Is Born a Son           Marina Thomas 
 

    No Coffee Hour today! 
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We at the Watsonville First United Methodist Church 
Wish you and your loved ones blessed  

Merry Christmas!  Feliz Navidad! 
 

    Worship Leaders 
 

Lay Preacher & Choir Leader      Carmelita Abenoja   
Pianist         Marina Thomas 
Liturgists        Tahja Martinez, Febe Avitua, Mark Sorensen 
Greeters         Harry & Clarice Wiggins 
Head Usher         Marieta Flores 
Tech Team         Antonio Pantaleón, Stephane Pantaleón, Elizabeth Reitano 
Nursery Attendants           Tatyana Martinez, Julissa Solis 

         
*Pastor John is away on vacation and will return to office on Jan. 4th. 

 
Calendar for the Week   

Sun., Dec. 25 10:00 am Christmas Sunday  
     Preaching: Carmelita Abenoja  
 

Tue., Dec. 27 – Fri., Dec 30 OFFICE CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS 
 

Sun., Jan. 1 10:00 am Epiphany Sunday in New Year’s Day 
     Preaching: Nathaniel Abenoja 
 

Wed., Jan. 4  9:00 am OFFICE OPENS  
 

Poinsettias on the Altar 
 

Erika Bernabe &   One in honor of our sons Andrew Bernabe, Isaiah,  
Isaias Gomez   Giovanni “Gio” & Joseph Gomez-Bernabe.  
  

Bob & Joan Culbertson  One in memory of Ruth & Jon Gurnee.    
  

Marieta Flores   One in memory of George Flores and one in memory  
of my parents, Anacleto and Maria Tuico.  

 

The Hydes   One in memory of Hal & Perky Hyde,  
and one in memory of Madge Horner & Fern Hyde.  

 

The Millers  One in memory of Eunice Mary Miller Bunnell, Terry Lorry    
  Piestewa and Ernie Truitt Piestewa; one in honor of Johanna  
  Marianne Miller, Meghan Elizabeth Miller, Marc Andre Roy and  
  Pia Simone Miller. 

 

AR & Fred Pointer   One in memory of our Parents, and one in honor of our Family.  
 

Hilda Rocha & Alberto Vasquez One in honor of our daughter, Ariella America Vasquez.    
 

Marina Thomas            Two in honor of my family in Ukraine. 
 

Church Website: watsonville1stumc.org 
 

Email: office@watsonville1stumc.org|Phone: (831) 724-4434 
 

Office Hours: Tue-Thu 9 am – 5 pm, Fri 9 am – 12 pm (Closed for lunch 12-1 pm) 
 

Pastor Office Hours: Tue – Thu 10 am – 12 pm, 3 pm – 5 pm 
  

229 Stanford Street, Watsonville, CA 95076 


